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ABSTRACT

The city of Nishinomiya experienced a sharp downturn in population after the Great
Hanshin—Awaji Earthquake in 1995. However, it has been increasing in population since 2000.
Demographic situations vary from moment to moment or from region to region. The rapid
increase in the population of the area around Nishinomiya—Kitaguchi Station has resulted from
the appearance of several large newly built condominium buildings, with more than one
hundred units each. This paper analyzes the characteristics of condominium immigrants into
the southwestern areas around Nishinomiya—Kitaguchi Station. A survey of residents revealed
that about half of respondents lived within Nishinomiya before moving, and 80% lived among
the cities between Kobe and Osaka. Most lived in rented accommodations. Transportation
convenience, convenience of life, and positive regional image are acknowledged as factors
influencing the decision to move. This means that urban policy using the areas around
Nishinomiya—Kitaguchi Station as a core of the city will produce great improvements to the
living environment. In particular, the newly opened Hankyu Nishinomiya Gardens, one of the
largest shopping centers in western Japan, makes life more convenient and may be an element

triggering moving into the city from the surrounding area.
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